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Statement of Purpose:  The Bulgarian Studies Association is a non -profit 
scholarly organization which promotes the study and exchange of knowl-
edge about all aspects of Bulgaria and Bulgarians: language, literature, 
culture, history, politics, economics and international relations.  

Dear BSA Members, 

It really feels great to be “back in the saddle again!” 

 

I last served the Bulgarian Studies Association as Editor of the BSA Newsletter in 1995 

(although I served in a lesser role as the newsletter’s Academic Editor from 1998 to 2006). 

I have to say that in 1995 I had thoroughly enjoyed working on the newsletter but it 

seemed like it was time to move on and to have “new blood” take it over. My successors as 

Editor, L.C.J. Jacobson, Bonka Boneva, Philip Murphy and Emilia Zankina, did a wonder-

ful job with the newsletter in the years to come, and I am proud to have been a small part 

of 35 years of uninterrupted run of the newsletter from 1971 to 2006 that we were able to 

produce. In 2006, the newsletter ceased being published, primarily because the University 

of Pittsburgh stopped funding its production and mailing after many years of doing so. 

 

But now it’s back, and I would like to thank the new BSA president, Cynthia Vakareliyska, 

for asking me to “come out of retirement” to do the newsletter again! I am thrilled to be 

able to do so, and we now have a new cast of characters. This time, I will have the pleasure 

of working with Mr. Blake Shedd, who will serve as Associate Editor, and Mr. Sam Shin-

gleton, who will be our book review editor. We plan to provide the new BSA Newsletter 

primarily in an electronic form (internet and e-mail), which means we will be able to pro-

vide it free around the world. 

 

Blake (cbshedd@olemiss.edu), Sam (sshingleton@acs-england.co.uk) and I 

(mldyer@olemiss.edu) expect to produce this newsletter two-three times a year, and we 

are going to need your help to make it a success again. Please send us news, stories, arti-

cles, book reviews, obituaries, etc., which have to do with Bulgaria, Bulgarian and Bulgari-

ans. We will then do our utmost to publish what you send and to keep you informed! 

 

Until next time! 

 

Don Dyer (for Blake Shedd and Sam Shingleton) 

 



Dear BSA members, 

 With this issue, the BSA Newsletter goes electronic, except for a few hard copies that we’re still produc-
ing and mailing to those members who don’t have e-mail. Kudos to Newsletter Editor Don Dyer, Associate Editor 
Blake Shedd, and Book Review Editor Sam Shingleton for resurrecting the Newsletter after a long dormancy and 
bringing it into the digital age. As before, the Newsletter issues will also be posted on the BSA website, thanks to 
former BSA Vice President Kjetil Rå Hauge, who has generously agreed to continue managing the webpage. 

 As I write this, the conference volume containing papers from the 2003 and 2008 Joint Meetings of Bul-
garian and North American Scholars goes to press in Sofia, and should be out this summer or early fall. Once it’s 
available, we will announce on the BSA e-list how to obtain copies. Many thanks to the editor of the volume, BSA 
Vice President Anisava Miltenova, who has obtained a grant from the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences to publish the 
volume, for her heroic labor under extreme time constraints. 

 The next Joint Meeting will be in 2012, in North America. Negotiations are currently underway for the 
conference venue; we will update members as soon as we have further information on this. 

 A reminder from Secretary-Treasurer Martha Forsyth that many members are still behind in their dues 
payments by several years. North American members who have not paid dues for the past three years will be re-
moved this year from the BSA rolls and e-list. Members residing outside North America, Eastern Europe, and Rus-
sia—who have not been required to pay dues because of the difficulty in doing so—will be removed from the list if 
they fail to pay from now on. Members residing in Eastern Europe or Russia are exempt from membership dues. 
To avoid being dropped from the membership rolls and e-list, make sure to send your $15 dues, and any back 
dues, at this time to Martha Forsyth, BSA Secretary-Treasurer, 51 Davis Ave., West Newton, MA 02465-1925. 
Dues are payable either by check in US dollars made out to “Bulgarian Studies Association,” or by PayPal, at 
<http://www.paypal.com>. If you use PayPal, click “Send Money” on the webpage and send payment in 15 US dol-
lars only for “Services/Other,” to <bulgarianstudiesassociation@verizon.net>. If you are not sure of your dues status, 
e-mail Martha at <theforsyths@verizon.net> and ask. You may pay in advance for more than one year at a time if 
you wish. Where there is more than one BSA member to a household, each member is responsible individually for 
dues. 

 The electronic web bibliography of articles and books on medieval Bulgarian philology and historical lin-
guistics published in Bulgaria and elsewhere is coming along gradually, through the participation of BSA members 
in Bulgaria and the U.S. If you would like to help develop a similar searchable web bibliography of articles and 
books in your field, please contact either Anisava Miltenova <amiltenova@gmail.com> or me 
<vakarel@uoregon.edu>, and we will help you set up a committee to engage in the project and show you how to 
use the text-encoding software program, which is quite simple. 

 If you will be at the AAASS conference in Boston this November, do plan to attend the BSA Annual Busi-
ness Meeting. We have not yet received the time/place for the meeting, but we will announce it over the e-list as 
soon as we have that information. The preliminary AAASS conference program notes that this year some affiliate 
organizations’ meetings will be scheduled for 6:45 p.m. on Friday, November 13, after that day’s panel sessions 
end, to make it easier for members to attend. 

 With best wishes, 

 

Cynthia Vakareliyska 
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LIBRARY OF CONGRESS ELECTRONIC BIBLIOGRAPHIES OF BULGARIAN NEWSPAPERS AND JOURNALS 
 

Bibliographies of Bulgarian newspapers and journals are available for public use at the U.S. Library of Congress  
websites below: 
 

http://www.loc.gov/rr/european/newspapers/bu/bunews.html  
 

http://www.loc.gov/rr/european/journals/bu/bujour1.html 
 

The  bibliographies contain the titles and volumes of Bulgarian periodicals that are available at the Library of Con-
gress. The Library of Congress is also currently compiling a bibliography of Bulgarian poetry, short stories, and nov-
els in English translation, with over 11,000 citations to date. When it is completed, it will be posted on the LC 
European Division website also. 
 
Many thanks to BSA member Angela Cannon <acannon@loc.gov>, collection development and reference librarian 
for Bulgarian at the Library of Congress, for this information. 

BULGARIAN ON THE WEB 
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BULGARIAN DIALECT GLOSSARY 
 
BSA Secretary-Treasurer Martha Forsyth wishes to 
share the following online wiki with other BSA 
members. She created this resource of dialect and 
obscure words found in Bulgarian folk music. The 
site also includes a list of resources used to compile 
the glossary. The glossary is open to users wishing 
to expand the glossary and to those who wish to 
translate the entries into English; currently, the 
glossary provides definitions of the dialect and ob-
scure words in Bulgarian. 
 
http://bgdialectglossary.wikia.com/wiki/
Bulgarian_Dialect_Glossary  
 

BULGARIAN STUDIES ASSOCIATION HISTORY 
 
Ms. Forsyth has also compiled a brief overview of 
the Bulgarian Studies Association. Her work in-
cludes a synopsis of the BSA’s early history along 
with a tabular listing of the BSA officers, newsletter 
editors, and conferences from 1971 to the present. 
 
http://foreninger.uio.no/bsa/bsa_history.html 

 
 

Source: www.ancient-bulgaria.com/category/history/timeline/ 

http://www.loc.gov/rr/european/newspapers/bu/bunews.html
http://www.loc.gov/rr/european/journals/bu/bujour1.html
http://bgdialectglossary.wikia.com/wiki/Bulgarian_Dialect_Glossary
http://bgdialectglossary.wikia.com/wiki/Bulgarian_Dialect_Glossary


CONFERENCES 

PAGE 4 THE BULGARIAN STUDIES ASSOCIATION 

Bulgarian-American Dialogs 

8th Joint Bulgarian-American Conference 

13-15 June, 2008, Varna, Bulgaria 

The 8th successive Joint Bulgarian-American Confer-

ence, titled “Bulgarian-American Dialogs” was held June 13-

15, 2008 at the Resort Home of the Bulgarian Academy of 

Sciences on the Black Sea coast near Varna. The conference 

was co-organized by the Council for Bulgarian Studies Abroad 

at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences, and the Bulgarian Stud-

ies Association, and was funded by the Bulgarian Academy of 

Sciences and the Central Library of the Bulgarian Academy of 

Sciences. The participants presented papers on traditional in-

terdisciplinary topics in philology, anthropology, history, soci-

ology and culture, and on issues in new fields of study. The 

BSA delegation was composed of scholars in Bulgarian studies 

from universities in the US, Germany, Norway, and Sweden, 

and lecturers at the American University in Bulgaria. The Bul-

garian delegation consisted of scholars from the Bulgarian 

Academy of Sciences (the Institutes of Literature, Bulgarian 

Language, History, Balkan Studies, Folklore, and Art Studies, 

the Ethnographic Institute and Museum, and the Cyrillo-

Methodian Research Centre), St. Kliment of Ohrid University 

in Sofia, the New Bulgarian University, and the Faculty of The-

ology at Shumen University. 

  The papers dealt with a variety of fields and 

methodological approaches in the humanities and social sci-

ences. The Conference was opened with an address by Acade-

mician Konstantin Kossev, Vice-President of the Bulgarian 

Academy of Sciences, who noted the major significance of bi-

lateral meetings and expressed the conviction that they would 

continue to play a leading role in co-operation between the 

Bulgarian Academy of Sciences and the Bulgarian Studies Asso-

ciation. Prof. Anisava Miltenova opened the Conference 

with an introduction tracing the work of earlier conferences 

conferences at the University of Wisconsin, Madison (1974), 

Varna (1978), Boston (1982), Smolyan (1987), Pittsburgh 

(1994), Blagoevgrad (1999), and Columbus, Ohio (2003). 

Special attention was given to the part that these meetings have 

played in researchers’ achievements and support of Bulgarian 

studies in the world, as well as in promotion of the study of 

the Bulgarian language, Bulgarian literature and culture by 

young Bulgarian scholars. The talk noted the enormous contri-

bution of scholars such as Prof. Thomas Butler, Prof. Donald 

Dyer, Prof. John Bell, Prof. Ernest Scatton, Prof. Charles 

Gribble, Prof. Cynthia Vakareliyska, Prof. Fredric Chary, and 

Prof. Kjetil Rå Hauge. 

Prof. Boryana Velcheva in her paper "Meeting 

American Linguistics" presented interesting reminiscences of 

her contact and joint work with American linguists and their 

role in shaping her academic interests. Prof. Kjetil Rå 

Hauge (University of Oslo) spoke on discourse particles in 

translations into Bulgarian from  English. Prof. Roger Gyllin 

and Daniela Assenova (University of Uppsala) gave a com-

prehensive historical presentation on the past and future of 

Bulgarian studies in Sweden. 

 The other contributions were grouped thematically, 

on religion, history, language and literature, ethnography and 

folklore, and music. Prof. Frederick Chary (University of 

Indiana) presented a reexamination of the issue of the saving of 

Jews in Bulgaria during the Second World War. Prof. Ru-

men Genov (New Bulgarian University) acquainted the par-

ticipants with the role of American Protestant missions to Bul-

garia in the history of Bulgarian and foreign studies. Assoc. 

Prof. Pavel Stefanov (Shumen University) dealt with the 

experiences of a British officer in Bulgaria during the Crimean 

War as a case study in cultural anthropology. Prof. Benedict 

De Dominicis (American University in Bulgaria) focused on 

the role of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church in Bulgarian na-

tional identity in the past and present against the background 

of the role of Church institutions in other Balkan countries. 

Prof. Marcus Wien, also from the American University, 

examined Bulgarian-American economic ties from 1918 to 

1944. Prof. Christopher Scarboro (King’s College, Wilkes
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-Barre, PA) presented a typology of the organization of excur-

sions and proximate tourism over the period 1950-1985 in 

Bulgaria. Prof. Voin Bojinov (Institute of History BAS) pre-

sented some little-known facts about the life and work of the 

American ambassador in Sofia Dominic Murphy in his paper 

"The Bulgarian Public, the United States and the Peace 

(1918)".  Lobbying and public relations for  Bulgarian and Bul-

garia in the U.S. were the topic of a ground-breaking paper by  

Prof. Detelina Dineva (Institute of History, BAS). 

Another panel of papers presented joint projects of 

the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences and American academic 

centers. Among these was the project of the Institute of Eth-

nography at the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences and the Center 

for East European Studies at the University at Pittsburgh, pre-

sented by Prof. Elya Tzaneva (Institute and Museum of Eth-

nography, BAS). Prof. Lilljana Simeonova (Institute of 

Balkan Studies, BAS) presented the results of a joint study with 

Rice University on the role of women medievalists in the 

Academy. Prof. Svetla Koeva of the Institute for Bulgarian 

Language analyzed results of the project Bulgarian WorldNet of 

the Department of Computational Linguistics, funded by the 

European Union (5th Framework) and Bulgarian Ministry of 

Education and Research. She shared her experience in the 

context of the international initiative WorldNet and the par-

ticipation of American research centers in it.  Prof. Rumjana 

Preshlenova (Institute of Balkan Sudies, BAS) presented the 

paper "Education as Communication: Bulgarian-American 

Traditions."  A comparative analysis of doctoral programs at 

the University of South Dakota, USA, and Plovdiv University 

presented by Plamen Miltenov and Gary Schnelert 

(University of South Dakota) and Galin Tzokov (Paisij 

Hilendarski University in Plovdiv) provoked considerable de-

bate. The presentation included a direct Internet phone link 

with Prof. Schnelert, who answered a number of audience 

questions. The authors placed emphasis on bilateral projects 

for the academic development in both countries. 

A separate series of papers focused on medieval stud-

ies. Prof. Cynthia Vakareliyska (University of Oregon) 

compared the calendar and commemorations of saints in the 

Draganov Menaion (Zograph Trephologion), dated to the late 

thirteenth century, with the calendars of saints in the Curzon 

Gospel, the Banica Gospel, and the lectionary gospel/

apostolus No. 882 (from Cyril and Methodius National Library 

in Sofia). Prof. Iskra Hristova-Shomova (Sofia University) 

presented a history of translations of the Old Testament Book 

of Job, based on a rich collection of unpublished materials 

from Slavic manuscripts, analyzing the different translation 

strategies chosen by different bookmen working in different 

times and cultural settings. Dr. Tatiana Nikolova-Houston 

(University of Texas at Austin) examined the mentality of late 

medieval bookmen of the 16th-17th centuries, in a report based 

on marginalia from manuscripts kept at the Historical Archival 

Institute in Sofia. 

Daniela Assenova (University of Uppsala) spoke 

on current problems and innovational practices in the teaching 

of Bulgarian language and culture in the Scandinavian coun-

tries. Her contribution reflected her dedication to promoting 

and modernizing the teaching of Bulgarian in universities out-

side Bulgarian. She noted in her paper that Prof. Roger Gyl-

lin (University of Uppsala) had a major part in creating the on-

line courses at Uppsala University, and that as a result, hun-

dreds of people in Scandinavia have been drawn to studying 

Bulgarian. Prof. Yovka Tisheva (Department of Bulgarian, 

Sofia University) presented a very interesting contribution on a 

number of issues in the study of contemporary Bulgarian and 

the future of joint studies with institutions outside Bulgaria. 

She identified two major tendencies in the dynamics of collo-

quial Bulgarian: reduction and multiplication/accumulation in 

lexical and grammatical categories. Researcher Elka Dimi-

trova-Uilis (Institute of Literature, BAS) shared her observa-

tions on Bulgarian and American poetry in the 1950s-70s. 

Previously unstudied folklore issues that were presented in the 

papers of researchers Vihra Baeva and Svetlana Toncheva 

(Institute for Folklore, BAS) provoked considerable discussion. 

Prof. Jean M. Christensen (University of Louisville) exam-

ined patterns in traditional musical folklore vis-à-vis music by 

Bulgarian composers. Claire Levy’s paper "Milcho Leviev 

Meets Don Ellis: On the Intercultural Aspects of Jazz His-

tory" (Institute of Art Studies) was accompanied by a particu-

larly pleasing jazz background. 



 The 8th Joint Bulgarian-American Conference “Bulgarian-American Dialogs” concluded with speeches by Prof. 

Kjetil Rå Hauge, Vice President of the Bulgarian Studies Association for Bulgarian Studies and BSA delegation head, Prof. 

Cynthia Vakareliyska (University of Oregon), and Prof. Anisava Miltenova. The meeting was enormously successful, 

both in the selection of papers presented and their scholarly contribution, and in the truly outstanding conference organization 

by the Council for Foreign Bulgarian Studies of the BAS. 

Veska Topalova 

Executive Council of Bulgarian Studies Abroad 

Bulgarian Academy of Sciences 
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GRANT OPPORTUNITIES 

Post-Doctoral Fellowship in Politics, Culture, and 
Identity (Brown University, Watson Institute for 
International Studies) 

The Watson Institute for International Studies 
of Brown University seeks a recent PhD for a 
two-year postdoctoral fellowship to participate 
in the Institute's Research Program on Politics, 
Culture, and Identity (PCI), beginning July 1, 
2001. We are looking for someone who will 
play an active role in the research activities of 
the PCI program and in the intellectual life of 
the Institute more generally. The ideal candidate 
will be an anthropologist, historian, political 
scientist, or other social scientist with a major 
interest in the interdisciplinary, comparative 
study of the cultural processes influencing po-
litical identity formation, including the sym-
bolic processes through which people acquire 
their understandings of the political universe, 
and will have substantial research experience 
outside North America.  

In addition to continuing work on their own 
research projects, candidates should be inter-
ested in participating in at least one ongoing 
PCI project. These include: the role of states in 
fixing ethnic/racial identities (censuses, iden-

tity cards, registration documents); political 
transition (with a special emphasis on the Bal-
kans); identity formation in Central Asia; iden-
tity and citizenship in Western Europe; and his-
torical perspectives on ethnic harmony and vio-
lence in borderland areas. The successful candi-
date will teach one upper-level undergraduate 
course each year and typically have an adjunct 
appointment in the relevant department at 
Brown. 

A letter of application, curriculum vitae 
(including email address), two-page description 
of proposed research activity; and three letters 
of recommendation should be sent to:  

PCI Post-Doctoral  
Search Committee 
Watson Institute for  
International Studies 
Brown University 
Box 1831-130 Hope Street 
Providence RI 02912-1831 
 

http://www.brown.edu/Departments/
Watson_Institute/ 

http://www.brown.edu/Departments/Watson_Institute/
http://www.brown.edu/Departments/Watson_Institute/
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IN MEMORIAM 

Nicholas  Jordanoff  
 

It is with great sorrow that we announce the passing of longtime BSA member and 

friend Nicholas Jordanoff, age 73. He was a lifelong member of the Bulgarian Macedo-

nian National Educational and Cultural Center (BMNECC). 

 

Nick was a former president of the Bulgarian Macedonian Beneficial  Association 

(BMBA), former artistic director of Duquesne University's Tamburitzans and the Pitts-

burgh Folk Festival, and dance director of the  BMNECC's Otets Paissii Folk Ensemble. 

 

Бог да го прости. 

RECENT EVENTS 

International Association for Southeast European  

Anthropology 

Sofia, September 14-17, 2008 

 
On Sept. 14-17, 2008, the newly founded "International Association for Southeast 

European Anthropology" held its first conference in Sofia on "The Anthropology of 

Southeast Europe - Ten Years After. Socio-Cultural Aspects of Transformation." The con-

ference, organized by Milena Benovska-Sabkova and Klaus Roth, took place at the Bul-

garian Academy of Sciences. There were 56 papers presented by ethnologists, folklor-

ists, and social anthropologists from all southeast European countries and from Austria, 

Belgium, Denmark, England, Germany, Sweden, and Switzerland. The papers will be 

published in the journal of the association, Ethnologia Balkanica. For more information, 

please contact Klaus Roth at <k.roth@lrz.uni-muenchen.de>. 

mailto:k.roth@lrz.uni-muenchen.de
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Officers of the Bulgarian Studies Association 2009-2010 

Cynthia Vakareliyska, President <vakarel@uoregon.edu> 

Anisava Miltenova, Vice-President <amiltenova@gmail.com> 

Martha Forsyth, Secretary-Treasurer <theforsyths@verizon.net> 

 

Newsletter Editorial Board of the Bulgarian Studies Association Newsletter 

Donald L. Dyer, Editor <mldyer@olemiss.edu> 

Blake Shedd, Associate Editor <cbshedd@olemiss.edu> 

Sam Shingleton, Book Review Editor <sshingleton@acs-england.co.uk>  

CONTACT INFORMATION 

John D. Bell Book Prize Awarded for 2009 
 

As chair of a committee chosen this year to award the Bulgarian Studies Association’s John D. Bell Book Prize, I am happy to 
report that after considerable deliberation, the committee, which also had as its members Anisava Miltenova and Detelina 
Dineva, has awarded this year’s prize to our current president, Cynthia Vakareliyska, for her new book, The Curzon Gospel: 
Volume I: An Annotated Edition; Volume II: A Linguistic and Textual Introduction (Oxford University Press, 2008) As amazon.com’s 
editorial comments state, “[t]his pioneering work introduces and presents the first full publication of the text of an unusual 
fourteenth-century Bulgarian gospel manuscript known as the Curzon Gospel. Volume I is an annotated transcription edition 
of the manuscript. Volume II is a comprehensive introduction and commentary volume analyzing its linguistic, orthographic, 
and textual features.” 

 
Congratulations to Cynthia on this very impressive work! 

 
Don Dyer (for the committee) 

 
N.B.: Past recipients of the award and their books are given below: 

 1998: Gerald Creed, Domesticating Revolution: From Socialist Reform to Ambivalent Transition in a Bulgarian Village (Penn State 
 University, 1998) 

 1998: Thomas Butler, Monumenta Bulgarica: A Bilingual Anthology of Bulgarian Texts from the Ninth to the Nineteenth Centuries 
 (University of Michigan Press, 1996) 

 1999: Ali Eminov, Turkish and Other Muslim Minorities of Bulgaria (Routledge, 1997) 

 2000: Kjetil Rå Hauge, A Short Grammar of Contemporary Bulgarian (Slavica, 2000) 

 2001: Ronelle Alexander, Intensive Bulgarian: A Textbook and Reference Grammar (University of Wisconsin Press, 2001). 

JOHN D. BELL BOOK PRIZE 

mailto:vakarel@uoregon.edu
mailto:amiltenova@gmail.com
mailto:theforsyths@verizon.net
mailto:mldyer@olemiss.edu
mailto:cbshedd@olemiss.edu
mailto:sshingleton@acs-england.co.uk
http://www.amazon.com/Curzon-Gospel-Annotated-Linguistic-Introduction/dp/0199216797/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1244495478&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Curzon-Gospel-Annotated-Linguistic-Introduction/dp/0199216797/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1244495478&sr=1-1

